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 Alliteration Lesson

! Because the group of students I videotaped the lesson with were older and 

higher-performing than I planned, I made necessary changes to my originally submitted 

annotated lesson plan.  After speaking with their teacher in preparation for the lesson, 

she had already given them an alliteration lesson.  Instead of teaching the students 

what alliteration was, how to identify it and use it, I changed my lesson plan to be able 

to encourage metacognitive learning, building their schemata, and building on their prior 

knowledge, basically creating an alliteration lesson that would be an extension of their 

knowledge on alliteration.  The goals and objectives were to be able to use alliteration in 

creating new sentences/headlines for different articles; an extra challenge, which the 

students were up for, was to create the sentences/headlines, using as many words in 

the alliteration to describe the articles - I would check for this during assessment.

! Before the students entered, I had written two tongue twisters on the board, 

“Peter Piper” and “Woodchuck”, which would aid in a warm-up activity.  I asked the 

students what the examples were on the board, and I asked for some volunteers to read 

each example - the students were eager to answer.  I then passed out print-outs of the 2 

tongue twisters for students to practice reciting to each other with partners or groups of 

3.  I thought this was an enjoyable exercise that would get the students ready to 

continue with the lesson procedure.  I noticed how some students did not know when to 

switch off, or how many times they should practice saying the tongue twisters aloud - I 

wish that I had explained the directions more clearly.  Modeling what I want them to do 

by showing how many times to recite the tongue twisters would have definitely helped in 

this area.  A more clear explanation would have prevented confusion, but thankfully, all 
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of the students were taking turns in their pairs or groups of 3 to recite the tongue 

twisters without that clarification.  After practicing aloud with one another, I asked the 

class why saying them, and saying them quickly, was difficult to do without making 

mistakes in pronunciation.  Again, they were eager to answer and share their thoughts.

! Next, I requested that the class come up with examples where they see 

alliteration being used, reminding them that examples are in everyday things, seen in 

everyday life that they may not realize.  Students raised their hands with examples, and 

I also guided them with descriptions, such as describing an “ad” to elicit that “ad” was 

another example where one can see alliteration.  In this portion, I wanted students to 

recognize that alliteration is a common thing, can is used a lot - not just in tongue 

twisters.  My attempt with SDAIE concepts here was to show the students a connection 

between alliteration and its use in everyday life through bridging.  I reminded them of 

how they had learned alliteration with Ms. Nangpi in the past, but that I was showing 

them how it can be used and relevant to their lives by listing examples where alliteration 

is seen and used.  Our list comprised of student answers included alliteration use in 

poetry, books, captions, ads, and headlines, to name a few.  To relate to this list, I 

presented a picture to elicit answers for the next exercise.  I had a picture of a cartoon 

the students were familiar with: Spongebob Squarepants.  I asked what they saw in the 

picture and made a list together on the board, once again.  Making lists on the board 

helped to organize our thoughts and preparing an image such as this was a way for me 

to apply contextualization to the lesson.  After we had written words that described the 

picture (who, what, where), I asked the students to create a sentence or caption 

description for the picture using the words we had come up with.  The picture was a 
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planned example that I knew would lead them to using the “s” sound for this alliteration 

creation.  

! As “caption” was an example we had written previously on the board, I referred 

back to the list and reminded the students how we also see alliteration in headlines to 

help me lead into the next main part of the lesson regarding headlines.  In the next 

procedural part of the lesson, I printed the first pages of different articles to use.  I had 

explained that these articles were taken from TimeforKids.com, so they would know this 

was a real example.  As text-re-presentation of SDAIE,  this was a way for me to review 

what I had communicated to them and their prior knowledge.  Using these articles as 

resources, they were to transform the knowledge they had just learned.  I had articles 

about a “Deep Sea Dive” and about a “Solar Storm” and others. that would help them 

along the way.  We created an example headline together, and I wanted them to create 

new ones within their pairs or groups of 3 using alliteration and challenging themselves 

to use the resources in front of them (articles, pictures, captions, information on the 

board) to complete the task.  Again, perhaps because I felt pressed for time, I could 

have done a better job of modeling exactly what I wanted them to do, in a step-by-step 

process.  Also another area I felt that I could improve was in classroom management.  

The students were sometimes talking or engaged in their work while I was speaking.  If I 

had taken a moment to gather their attention or stop what they were doing for a 

moment, the students could have started the assignments more synchronized and with 

all the possible directions given clearly.  It turned out that even though I did not do this, 

they were able to ask me questions during the lesson and still finish successfully.  I 
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monitored the classroom and asked students to read me what they had created in order 

to be dismissed for their next class.  This acted as the assessment for my lesson plan.

! In speaking with the teacher after my videotaping, she had mentioned that I had 

done a great job.  She believed I made the necessary changes to my lesson plan to suit 

the needs of this group, and she could tell that they like me and were challenged and 

engaged with the lesson tasks and activities.  In the areas of clearer explanations, 

modeling and management that I had previously critiqued about myself, she had agreed 

that those areas could have been improved.  She also said that I could have written 

more clearly on the whiteboard, which I did not realize at the time, but do agree with her 

on.  I tend to write quickly, and had forgotten that it may be more difficult for students to 

recognize.  

! This assignment was an excellent opportunity to gain hands-on experience and 

to delve deeper into self-reflection about what I have retained from my courses, thus far. 

- putting what I have learned to actual practice.  I have gained great insight from 

teachers in the profession that I can carry on with me to my future experiences in the 

classroom.
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